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(7) ABSTRACT

A ship has a main propeller 2 which can move the ship
forward and reverse by normal rotation, reverse rotation or
by changing the pitch angle. A drive unit drives the main
propeller 2. A rudder 3 changes the course of the ship. At
least one pod propulsion unit 10A, 10B is provided. As a
result, the support mechanism and the turning mechanism of
the pod propulsion unit, arranged separate from the main
propeller, can be simplified and cost can be reduced.
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SHIP AND OPERATING METHOD
THEREFOR

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a ship incorporating a pod
propulsion unit in addition to a main propeller, and an
operating method therefor.

2. Background Art

Recently, in propulsion devices for ships, in the case
where the thrust generated by the main propeller is insuffi-
cient, it has been suggested, in order to increase the thrust,
to provide a pod propulsion unit to the rear or the front of the
main propeller at a position which does not interfere.

FIG. 9 shows related technology explained in Japanese
Patent Application No. 2001-199418, which was filed by the
assignee of the present application on Jun. 29, 2001 and has
not been published yet. In the technology shown in FIG. 9,
reference symbol 1 denotes the stern of the hull of a ship, 2
denotes a main propeller for generating the main propulsive
force for propelling the ship, while 10 denotes a pod
propulsion unit. The main propeller 2 is rotated by a driving
force from a drive mechanism (omitted from the figure) such
as a diesel engine (generally referred to as the main engine).

The pod propulsion unit 10 is furnished with a casing 11,
a pod propeller 12, a strut 13, and a support 14.

With regards to the casing 11, the pod propeller 12 is
provided at an approximately circular cylindrical rear por-
tion or front portion, or at both the front and rear portions
(not shown in the figure). The pod propeller 12 has the
function of generating a propulsion force by rotation thereof.
An electric motor for driving the pod propeller 12 is pro-
vided inside the casing 11.

The strut 13, of air foil section, is provided on the upper
portion of the casing 11. The support 14, which constitutes
the overall turning axis for the pod propulsion unit 10, is
provided on the upper end of the strut 13. The support 14 is
connected to a drive mechanism (not shown in the figure)
provided on the hull side. Hence the pod propulsion unit 10
is provided so that the whole unit can be turned with respect
to the stern 1 of the ship via the support 14.

The ship constructed in this way obtains a propulsive
force by rotating the main propeller 2, rotating the pod
propeller 12, or rotating both the main propeller 2 and the
pod propeller 12 together. Furthermore, by turning the pod
propulsion unit 10 about the support 14, the strut 13 dem-
onstrates a steering function to give a steering force, and
thus turn the ship.

In the above described ship, high speed cruising, faster
than for a ship equipped with only the main propeller 2, is
possible. Furthermore, the strut 13 of the pod propulsion unit
10 can be used as a rudder. Consequently, when steering,
particularly at the time of high speed cruising (for example,
cruising in excess of around 20 knots), an excessive hydro-
dynamic force acts on the strut 13, so that a very large force
is applied to the support 14. Therefore, there is a problem in
that the support mechanism for supporting the support 14
and the turning mechanism for turning the pod propulsion
unit 10 must have sufficient strength, that is, these must
involve large mechanisms.
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The present invention takes into consideration the above-
mentioned circumstances, with the object of providing a
ship and an operating method therefor so that the support
mechanism and the turning mechanism and the like of the
pod propulsion unit, arranged at the rear of the main
propeller, can be simplified and cost can be reduced.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In order to solve the abovementioned problem, a ship of
the present invention comprises a main propeller which can
move the ship forward and in reverse by normal rotation,
reverse rotation or by changing the pitch angle; a drive unit
which drives the main propeller; a rudder which changes the
course of the ship; and at least one pod propulsion unit.

According to the ship of the present invention, the pro-
pulsive force is obtained from the main propeller and/or the
pod propulsion unit, and steering is by means of the rudder,
and/or the rudder due to the pod propulsion unit. Therefore,
the ship speed can be increased, and the ship handling
performance can be improved.

The ship may further comprises a speed log which mea-
sures the speed of the ship and a control unit which controls
a rudder angle of the pod propulsion unit based on a signal
from the speed log.

In this case, the rudder angle of the pod propulsion unit is
controlled corresponding to a signal from a speed log for
measuring the speed of the hull, that is, corresponding to the
ship speed. Therefore a situation where an excessive load is
applied to the support mechanism and the turning mecha-
nism of the pod propulsion unit can be prevented. Hence
these mechanisms can be simplified and the cost reduced.

In the above ship, when a ship speed obtained by the
speed log exceeds a predetermined value, the control unit
may fix the rudder angle of the pod propulsion unit to zero
degrees.

In this case, if the ship speed exceeds a predetermined
value, the rudder angle of the pod propulsion unit is fixed at
zero. Therefore a situation where an excessive load is
applied to the support mechanism and the turning mecha-
nism of the pod propulsion unit can be prevented. Hence
these mechanisms can be simplified and cost reduced.

When a ship speed obtained by the speed log is less than
a predetermined value, the control unit may set the rudder
angle of the pod propulsion unit linked to a rudder angle of
the rudder.

In this case, the rudder angle of the pod propulsion unit is
made to correspond to the rudder angle of the rudder.
Therefore the ship operator simply orders (controls) only the
rudder angle of the rudder. Hence, the rudder angle of the
rudder and of the pod propulsion unit can be controlled
simultaneously, and ship handling thus greatly simplified.

The ship may further comprise a rudder angle switching
device which switches the rudder angle of the pod propul-
sion unit to either one of +90° and —-90°.

In this case, the construction is such that by setting a
switching device to a position of 0°, +90°, —90° the rudder
angle of the pod propulsion unit is set to a position of 0°,
+90°, —90°. Therefore construction of the overall equipment
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can be simplified. That is, the steering gear for the pod
propulsion unit can be omitted, and hence cost is further
reduced.

The ship may further comprise a drive source which
drives both a steering gear for changing the rudder angle of
the rudder and a turning drive mechanism which changes the
rudder angle of the pod propulsion unit.

In this case, a steering gear which changes the rudder
angle of the rudder and a turning drive mechanism which
changes the rudder angle of the pod propulsion unit are
driven by the same drive source. Therefore the construction
of a drive source for driving the steering gear and the turning
drive mechanism can be simplified, and hence cost can be
further reduced.

The second aspect of the present invention is a method for
operating a ship comprising a main propeller which can
move the ship forward and in reverse by normal rotation,
reverse rotation or by changing the pitch angle; a drive unit
which drives the main propeller; a rudder which changes the
course of the ship; at least one pod propulsion unit; a speed
log which measures the speed of the ship; and a control unit
which controls a rudder angle of the pod propulsion unit by
means of a signal from the speed log. The operating method
comprises the steps of, when the ship speed obtained by the
speed log exceeds a predetermined value, changing the
course direction of the ship by changing only the rudder
angle of the rudder; and when the ship speed is less than a
predetermined value, changing the course direction and/or
the travelling direction of the ship using the rudder and the
pod propulsion unit together, or using only the pod propul-
sion unit.

According to the operating method for a ship, in changing
the course direction and/or the travelling direction of the
ship, when the ship speed exceeds a predetermined value,
only the rudder is used, while when the ship speed is less
than a predetermined value, the rudder and the pod propul-
sion unit are used together. Therefore, when the ship speeds
exceeds a predetermined value, a situation where an exces-
sive load is applied to the support mechanism and the
turning mechanism of the pod propulsion unit can be pre-
vented. Moreover, when the ship speed is less than a
predetermined speed the ship handling performance can be
improved.

In the above method, a rudder angle of the pod propulsion
unit may be controlled based on a signal from the speed log.

In this case, the rudder angle of the pod propulsion unit is
controlled corresponding to a signal from a speed log for
measuring the speed of the hull, that is, corresponding to the
ship speed. Therefore a situation where an excessive load is
applied to the support mechanism and the turning mecha-
nism of the pod propulsion unit can be prevented. Hence
these mechanisms can be simplified and cost reduced.

When a ship speed value obtained by the speed log
exceeds a predetermined value, the rudder angle of the pod
propulsion unit may be fixed at 0° by the control unit.

In this case, if the ship speed exceeds a predetermined
value, the rudder angle of the pod propulsion unit is fixed at
0°. Therefore a situation where an excessive load is applied
to the support mechanism and the turning mechanism of the
pod propulsion unit in cruising at a ship speed which
exceeds the predetermined value can be prevented.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1A and FIG. 1B show an embodiment of a ship
according to the present invention, FIG. 1A being a sche-
matic starboard side view of the stern of the ship, and FIG.
1B being a view as seen in the direction of arrow A of FIG.
1A.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing a configuration for
controlling the rudder angle of a pod propulsion unit pro-
vided in the ship according to the present invention.

FIG. 3 is a graph showing a relationship between opera-
tional rudder angle and ship speed illustrating an example of
where a control apparatus for a ship according to the present
invention controls the rudder angle of a pod propulsion unit.

FIG. 4 is a graph showing a relationship between opera-
tional rudder angle and ship speed illustrating another
example of where the control apparatus for a ship according
to the present invention controls the rudder angle of a pod
propulsion unit.

FIG. § is a schematic starboard side view showing a
different embodiment of a ship according to the present
invention.

FIG. 6 is a schematic starboard side view showing another
embodiment of a ship according to the present invention.

FIG. 7 is a schematic starboard side view showing yet
another embodiment of a ship according to the present
invention.

FIG. 8 is a schematic starboard side view of the stern of
a ship showing an example of a ship where a pod propulsion
unit is provided in addition to a main propeller.

FIG. 9 is a schematic starboard side view of the stern of
a ship showing another example of a ship where a pod
propulsion unit is provided in addition to a main propeller.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

Hereunder is a description of embodiments of a ship
according to the present invention, with reference to the
drawings. Parts similar to those of the above mentioned
technology are denoted by the same reference symbols, and
detailed description thereof is omitted.

As is shown in FIGS. 1A and 1B, this ship has a main
propeller 2, a rudder 3 located to the rear of the main
propeller 2 and turnably attached to the stern 1 of the ship
via support 4, and two pod propulsion units 10A and 10B
located on either side of the rudder 3. The pod propulsion
units 10A and 10B respectively have casings 11A and 11B,
pod propellers 12A and 12B, struts 13A and 13B, and
supports 14A and 14B.

The rudder 3 is a planar member having a streamline
cross-section. Furthermore, the support 4 is attached verti-
cally to the top of the rudder 3, and the upper end side of the
support 4 is connected to a steering gear (omitted from the
figure) provided on the hull side to turn the rudder 3 and the
support 4 as one.

The pod propulsion units 10A and 10B are each turnably
attached to the stern 1 via the supports 14A and 14B.
Regarding the pod propulsion units 10A and 10B, the pod
propellers 12A and 12B for producing a thrust are provided
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on the rear or on the front (on the front in the example in the
figure). Moreover the pod propulsion units 10A and 10B are
furnished with casings 11A and 11B housing a propeller
drive mechanism (omitted from the figure) such as an
electric motor thereinside, and struts 13A and 13B of airfoil
section which are secured integrally to the upper portions of
the casings 11A and 11B. The supports 14A and 14B are
attached vertically to the top of the struts 13A and 13B, and
the upper end side of the supports 14A and 14B are con-
nected to steering drive mechanisms (omitted from the
figure) provided on the hull side to turn the supports 14A and
14B, the struts 13A and 13B, the casings 11A and 11B, and
the pod propellers 12A and 12B as one.

In the pod propulsion units 10A and 10B constructed in
this manner, a thrust is produced by rotating the pod pro-
pellers 12A and 12B to propel the ship. Moreover, by turning
the whole of the thruster with respect to the stern 1, a
steering function is obtained, enabling the travelling direc-
tion of the ship to be changed.

The pod propulsion units 10A and 10B are a type, as
shown in the figure, with electric motors for outputting a
drive force for the pod propellers 12A and 12B installed
inside the casings 11A and 11B, or a type which receives a
drive force from a drive source (omitted from the figure)
such as an electric motor installed on the hull side.

In a ship of such a construction, a propulsive force can be
obtained by rotating the main propeller 2 by itself, or by
rotating one or both of the pod propellers 12A and 12B, or
by rotating the main propeller 2 and one or both of the pod
propellers 12A and 12B together.

Furthermore, in order to change the course direction
and/or the travelling direction of the ship, the rudder 3 is
turned about the support 4, or one or both of the pod
propulsion units 10A and 10B are turned about the supports
14A and 14B, or the rudder 3 and one or both of the pod
propulsion units 10A and 10B are turned.

In the case where the change in the course direction and/or
the travelling direction of the ship is mainly performed by
the rudder 3, the portions for the struts 13A and 13B of the
pod propulsion units 10A and 10B can be made smaller than
for the conventional case.

As aresult, the load applied to the support mechanism and
the steering mechanism of the pod propulsion units 10A and
10B can be reduced, thus enabling simplification of these
mechanisms.

Consequently, when high speed cruising is required (for
example at more than 20 knots), the thrust can be obtained
by rotating the main propeller 2 and both of the pod
propulsion units 12A and 12B together.

Furthermore, when medium speed cruising is required
(for example at around 12 knots) such as at the time of
cruising in a channel, the thrust can be obtained by rotating
the main propeller 2 by itself, or by rotating only the two pod
propellers 12A and 12B.

Moreover, when low speed cruising is required (for
example at less than 5 knots) such as when entering and
leaving port, the thrust can be obtained by rotating only the
two pod propulsion units 12A and 12B.

In the present embodiment, in addition to the above
construction there may be provided, as shown in FIG. 2, a
speed log 21 for measuring ship speed, and a control unit 22
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which can control the rudder angle of the pod propulsion
units 10A and 10B by means of a signal from the speed log
21.

By using these devices, then, for example, rudder angle
control for the pod propulsion units 10A and 10B, as shown
for example in FIG. 3 and FIG. 4, can be performed.

The control shown in FIG. 3 illustrates a control where,
when the ship speed is less than 5 knots, the rudder angle of
the pod propulsion units 10A and 10B can be kept within a
range of £90° (here 0° degrees indicates the bow direction),
while when the ship speed exceeds 20 knots, the rudder
angle is fixed at zero and steering is not possible.

That is to say, the information on ship speed obtained by
the speed log 21 shown in FIG. 2 is sent as a signal to the
control unit 22, and the control unit 22, based on this signal,
controls the maximum rudder angle which the pod propul-
sion units 10A and 10B can take.

Furthermore, the control shown in FIG. 4, controls such
that, when the ship speed is less than 5 knots, the rudder
angle of the pod propulsion units 10A and 10B can be kept
within a range of +90° (here 0° degrees indicates the bow
direction). When the ship speed is more than 5 knots and less
than 10 knots, the rudder angle of the pod propulsion units
10A and 10B can be kept within a range of +70°. When the
ship speed is greater than 10 knots and less than 15 knots,
the rudder angle of the pod propulsion units 10A and 10B
can be kept within a range of £50°. When the ship speed is
greater than 15 knots and less than 20 knots, this is kept
within a range +30°, and when the ship speed exceeds 20
knots, the rudder angle is fixed at zero and steering is not
possible.

As shown in FIG. 3 and FIG. 4, when the ship speed
exceeds 20 knots for example, the rudder angle of the pod
propulsion units 10A and 10B is fixed at zero, and the course
is changed by the rudder 3 only. Hence an excessive
hydrodynamic force does not act on the struts 13A and 13B,
and a situation where an excessive load is applied to the
supports 14A and 14B can thus be prevented. Consequently,
the strength of the support mechanism for supporting the
supports 14A and 14B and the strength of the turning
mechanism for turning the pod propulsion units 10A and
10B can be reduced, enabling these mechanisms to be
simplified and cost thus reduced.

A ship as described above furnished with the main pro-
peller 2, the rudder 3 located to the rear thereof and turnably
attached to the stern 1 via the support 4, the two pod
propulsion units 10A and 10B located on either side of the
rudder 3, the speed log 21 for measuring ship speed, and the
control unit 22 which can control the rudder angle of the pod
propulsion units 10A and 10B by a signal from the speed log
21, can be operated for example as described hereunder.

For example, when the ship is cruising at a high speed
which exceeds a ship speed of 20 knots, the thrust can be
obtained by rotating both the main propeller 2 and the two
pod propellers 12A and 12B together, while the rudder angle
of the pod propulsion units 10A and 10B is fixed at zero, and
course change is performed by the rudder 3 only.

Next, when cruising at more than 5 knots and less than 20
knots, the thrust is obtained by rotating the main propeller 2
alone, or by rotating only the two pod propellers 12A and
12B, and course change is performed by using the rudder 3
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together with the pod propulsion units 10A and 10B which
are controlled so that the maximum rudder angle depends on
the ship speed.

Moreover, when low speed cruising is required (for
example at less than 5 knots) such as when entering and
leaving port, thrust is obtained by rotating only the two pod
propulsion units 12A and 12B, and course change and/or a
change in travelling direction is performed by using the pod
propulsion units 10A and 10B together with the rudder 3.

In particular, since the rudder angle of the pod propulsion
units 10A and 10B at less than 5 knots can be +90°, the pod
propulsion units 10A and 10B can function as stern thrusters.
Therefore, pier or shore docking can be made easy, and
operating time required for entering and leaving port can be
reduced.

In the embodiment of the present invention, the descrip-
tion has been for where the operational rudder angle of the
pod propulsion units 10A and 10B is £90° (refer to FIG. 3
and FIG. 4). However the present invention is not limited to
this, and this may be +360°.

In particular, if when the ship speed is less than 5 knots,
the operational rudder angle of the pod propulsion units 10A
and 10B can be £360°, then thrust in the rearward direction
(stern power) which is variously used at the time of pier or
shore docking can be obtained by the pod propulsion units
10A and 10B. Therefore there is no need to start a drive unit
(in general the main engine) for rotating the main propeller
2 in order to obtain stern power.

Furthermore the construction may be such that the rudder
angle of the pod propulsion units 10A and 10B is linked to
the rudder angle of the rudder 3 and the ship speed.

That is to say, when for example the ship speed exceeds
20 knots, the rudder angle of the pod propulsion units 10A
and 10B is fixed at zero degrees by the control unit 22. When
the ship speed is greater than 5 knots and less than 20 knots
the rudder angle of the pod propulsion units 10A and 10B is
made proportional to the rudder angle of the rudder 3. For
example, at +35° rudder angle for the rudder 3, the pod
propulsion units 10A and 10B have +14° rudder angle, and
at +10° rudder angle for the rudder 3, the pod propulsion
units 10A and 10B have +4° rudder angle. Moreover, when
the ship speed is less than 5 knots, then at +35° rudder angle
for the rudder 3, the pod propulsion units 10A and 10B have
+90° rudder angle, and at +10° rudder angle for the rudder
3, the pod propulsion units 10A and 10B have +45° rudder
angle.

By having such a construction, the ship operator can
control the rudder angle of the rudder 3 and of the pod
propulsion units 10A and 10B simultaneously by ordering
only the rudder angle of the rudder 3, thus greatly simpli-
fying ship handling.

Furthermore, an arrangement is possible such that the pod
propulsion units 10A and 10B can only be used at a position
where their rudder angle is for example +90° and -90°.

That is to say, at the time of normal cruising, the rudder
angle of the pod propulsion unit may be fixed at zero
degrees, and steering performed by the rudder only, while at
the time of pier or shore docking, the rudder angle of the pod
propulsion units 10A and 10B may be positioned at for
example +90 degrees or —90 degrees, so as to function as
stern thrusters. Therefore pier or shore docking can be made
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easy, and operating time required for entering and leaving
port can be reduced. Changing of this rudder angle position
is performed by a separately provided switching device.

By having such a construction, the steering gear for the
pod propulsion unit can be omitted, and hence cost is further
reduced.

The construction may also be such that hydraulic pressure
produced by the steering gear for the rudder 3 is also used
in the turning drive mechanism which changes the rudder
angle of the pod propulsion units 10A and 10B.

That is to say, the hydraulic pressure produced by a
hydraulic pump (drive source) provided in the steering gear
of the rudder 3 is used in the turning drive mechanism which
changes the rudder angle of the pod propulsion units 10 and
10B. As a result, the hydraulic pump can be omitted from the
turning drive mechanism, enabling simplification of the
construction for the turning drive mechanism, and hence
cost can be reduced.

In the embodiment as described above, the description has
been for where two pod propulsion units are provided.
However the present invented is not limited to this, and as
shown in FIG. §, a single pod propulsion unit 10 incorpo-
rating a pod propeller 12 on the rear end of a casing 11 may
be provided so that the main propeller 2, the rudder 3 and the
pod propulsion unit 10 are in sequence from the bow in a
straight line along the keel line.

Furthermore, as shown in FIG. 6, a single pod propulsion
unit 10 incorporating a pod propeller 12 on the rear end of
a casing 11 may be provided so that the main propeller 2, the
pod propulsion unit 10 and the rudder 3 are in sequence from
the bow in a straight line along the keel line.

Moreover, as shown in FIG. 7, a single pod propulsion
unit 10 incorporating a pod propeller 12 on the front end of
the casing 11 may be provided so that the main propeller 2,
the pod propulsion unit 10 and the rudder 3 are in sequence
from the bow in a straight line along the keel line.

What is claimed is:

1. A ship comprising:

a main propeller which can move the ship forward and
reverse by normal rotation, reverse rotation or by
changing the pitch angle, said main propeller having no
steering function;

a drive unit which drives said main propeller;

at least one pod propulsion unit incorporating a strut
having a steering function; and

a rudder which changes the course of said ship, and said
rudder being movable to steer the ship independently of
said main propeller and said pod propulsion unit.

2. A ship according to claim 1 further comprising:

a speed log which measures the speed of said ship, and

a control unit which controls a steering angle of said pod
propulsion unit based on a signal from said speed log.

3. Aship according to claim 2, wherein when a ship speed
obtained by said speed log exceeds a predetermined value,
said control unit fixes said rudder angle of said pod propul-
sion unit to zero degrees with respect to a centerline of said
ship.

4. A ship according to claim 2, wherein when a ship speed
obtained by said speed log is less than a predetermined
value, said control unit sets said steering angle of said pod
propulsion unit in linkage with a rudder angle of said rudder.

5. A ship according to claim 1 further comprising a
steering angle switching device which switches said rudder
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angle of said pod propulsion unit to either one of +90° and
—-90° with respect to a centerline of said ship.

6. A ship according to claim 1 further comprising a drive
source which drives both a steering gear for changing a
rudder angle of said rudder, and a turning drive mechanism
which changes a steering angle of said pod propulsion unit.

7. A ship according to claim 1 further comprising:

a speed log which measures the speed of said ship, and

a control unit which controls a range of the rudder angle
of the pod propulsion unit so as to decrease as said ship
speed obtained from said speed log increases.

8. A ship according to claim 7

wherein when said ship speed obtained by said speed log
exceeds a predetermined value, said control unit fixes
said rudder angle of said pod propulsion unit to zero
degrees.

9. A method of operating a ship, wherein said ship

comprises:

a main propeller which can move the ship forward and
reverse by normal rotation, reverse rotation or by
changing the pitch angle;

a drive unit which drives said main propeller;

a rudder which changes the course of said ship;

at least one pod propulsion unit incorporating a strut
having a steering function;

a speed log which measures the speed of said ship; and

a control unit which controls a steering angle of said pod
propulsion unit by means of a signal from said speed
log,

said method of operating a ship comprising:

when the ship speed obtained by said speed log exceeds
a predetermined value, changing the course direction of
said ship by changing only the rudder angle of said
rudder; and

when said ship speed is less than a predetermined value,
changing at least one of the course direction and the
travelling direction of said ship by using said rudder
and said pod propulsion unit together, or by using only
said pod propulsion unit.

10. A method of operating a ship according to claim 9,
wherein a steering angle of said pod propulsion unit is
controlled based on a signal from said speed log.

11. A method of controlling a ship according to claim 10,
wherein when a ship speed value obtained by said speed log
exceeds the predetermined value, the steering angle of said
pod propulsion unit is fixed at 0° by said control unit.

12. A ship comprising:

a ship hull;

a main propeller positioned at the stern of said ship hull,

said main propeller having no steering function;

a drive unit inside said hull to drive said main propeller;

at least one pod propulsion unit incorporating a steering
strut having an airfoil section to provide a steering
function; and

a rudder positioned at the stern of said ship hull and aft of
said main propeller, said rudder being movable to steer
the ship independently of said main propeller and said
pod propulsion unit.

13. The ship of claim 12, and further comprising:

a speed log to measure speed of said ship; and

a control unit operable to control a steering angle of said
pod propulsion unit based on a signal from said speed
log.

14. The ship of claim 13, wherein said control unit is

further operable to, when the speed of said ship measured by
said speed log exceeds a predetermined value, fix said
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steering angle of said pod propulsion unit at zero degrees
with respect to a centerline of said ship hull.

15. The ship of claim 13, wherein said control unit is
further operable to, when the speed of said ship measured by
said speed log is less than a predetermined value, set said
rudder angle of said pod propulsion unit in coordination with
a steering angle of said rudder.

16. The ship of claim 12, and further comprising a rudder
angle switching device operable to switch a steering angle of
said at least one pod propulsion unit with respect to a
centerline of said ship hull between zero degrees, +90
degrees and —90 degrees.

17. The ship of claim 12, and further comprising a
steering gear for changing a rudder angle of said rudder, a
turning drive mechanism for changing a steering angle of
said pod propulsion unit and a drive source to drive both said
steering gear and said turning drive mechanism.

18. The ship of claim 12, and further comprising:

a speed log to measure speed of said ship hull; and

a control unit operable to control a range of rudder angle

of said pod propulsion unit to decrease as speed of said
ship hull measured by said speed log increases.

19. The ship of claim 18, wherein said control unit is
further operable to fix said steering angle of said pod
propulsion unit to zero degrees when speed of said ship hull
measured by said speed log exceeds a predetermined value.

20. A method of operating a ship comprising:

a ship hull,

a main propeller positioned at the stern of said ship hull,

a drive unit inside said hull to drive said main propeller,

a rudder positioned at the stern of said ship hull and aft of

said main propeller,

at least one pod propulsion unit incorporating a steering

strut having an airfoil section to provide a steering
function,

a speed log to measure speed of said ship, and

a control unit operable to control a steering angle of said

pod propulsion unit based on a signal from said speed
log,
said method comprising:
changing the course direction of said ship by changing an
angle of only said rudder when ship speed measured by
said speed log exceeds a predetermined value; and

changing at least one of the course direction and the
traveling direction of said ship by using at least said at
least one pod propulsion unit having said steering strut
when ship speed measured by said speed log is less than
the predetermined value.

21. The method of claim 20, wherein said changing at
least one of the course direction and the traveling direction
of said ship by using at least said at least one pod propulsion
unit having said steering strut when ship speed measured by
said speed log is less than the predetermined value com-
prises using both said at least one pod propulsion unit having
said steering strut and said rudder.

22. The method of claim 20, wherein a steering angle of
said at least one pod propulsion unit is controlled based on
a signal from said speed log.

23. The method of claim 22, and further comprising fixing
said steering angle of said at least one pod propulsion unit
at 0 degrees with respect to a centerline of said ship hull with
said control unit when ship speed measured by said speed
log exceeds the predetermined value.
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